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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


November,  1987  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons 

have  applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received 
by  January  1,  1988,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that 
date. 

2237-MT  Donald  J.  Simon,  5713  N.  River  Road,  Waterville,  Ohio  43566 
(Hungary) 

2238  Ulrich  H.  Wilbert 

2239-MT  Timothy  J.  Fanus,  6140  Chambers  Hill  Road,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
17111  - (Foreign  Types,  Sets,  Proofs) 

2240  Carl  F.  Wolf,  2 N.  Riverside  Plaza,  S.  2400,  Chicago,  111. 
60606 

2241 -MT  John  D.  Klopfer,  P.  0.  Box  27225,  Austin,  Texas  78755 
(Germany,  France,  Portugal,  Great  Britain) 

2242  Mr.  Dilip  Shah,  799  Golbazar,  Jabalpur,  482  002  INDIA 

(Mugals,  Sultans,  Kutch,  Anc.  India) 

2243  Ronald  M.  Herneshen,  P.  0.  Box  186,  Plumas,  Manitoba, 

Canada  R0J  1P0 


Reinstatement:  The  following  member  has  complied  with  the  By-Laws 

and  is  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

814  William  H.  McIntyre,  1049  Powers  Ferry  Road,  #1910, 
Marietta,  Ga.  30067 


Regular  Membership  Converted  to  Life  Membership: 

LM-92  David  S.  Smith,  3000  Seminole  Drive,  Coconut  Grove,  Miami, 
(1349)  Florida  33133 


★ ★★★★ 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgment  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library. 

David  G.  Briggs 

KA90. CLaW: 1 952 :MCK 
CLARK,  WILLIAM  L. 

The  Modem  Coinage  of  Kutch 

Pub.  1952,  16pp,  illus. 

UB30. DouJ : 1 975 : SB 


259 


DOUGLAS,  JAMES 

Scottish  Banknotes 

Pub.  1975,  257pp,  illus. 

Colin  R.  Bruce  II  & Krause  Publications 

CC35.BruC:1987:UNC 
BRUCE,  COLIN  R.  II 

Unusual  World  Coins 

Pub.  1987,  192pp,  illus.  (See  review  in  this  issue.) 

Dr.  Norman  D.  Nicol 

KA50.LPoS: X879:CE 
LANE-POOLE,  STANLEY 

The  coinage  of  Egypt  (A.H.  558-922)  under  the  Fatemee 
Khaleefehs,  the  Ayyoohees,  and  the  Memlook  Sultans,  classes 
XlVa,  XV,  XVI.  (Vol.  4 of  the  series.  Catalogues  of  Oriental 
Coins,  in  the  British  Museum.) 

Copy  of  1879  pub.,  279pp,  w/plates. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  the  Library  would  like  to  thank  John 
Ross  and  David  Briggs  for  their  donation  of  additional  numismatic 
material  to  the  NI  Library. 

III.  We  would  like  to  alert  NI  members  that  after  a year  of  effort 

a library  index  is  nearing  completion.  We  hope  to  have  it  available 
for  use  by  the  first  of  1988.  It  is  being  inserted  into  a computer 
and  will  be  a living  index.  That  is  to  say  that  every  time  a new 
book  is  received  the  subject  index  will  be  automatically  up-dated. 
Further,  Jim  Haley,  Librarian  for  the  Periodical  Library,  is  also 
indexing  his  material  and  forwarding  it  to  the  Book  Librarian  for 
inclusion  in  the  same  subject  index.  Hopefully  when  you  request  in- 
formation on  a specific  subject  you  will  be  able  to  learn  from  the 
same  source  what  is  available  in  both  the  Book  and  the  Periodical 
Libraries.  More  information  will  be  made  available  in  the  January 
issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Book  Librarian 

********************************************************************* 


PONTOON  BRIDGE  OF  CARACALLA 


"Pons  Naval i$",  or  the  bridge 
of  boats,  constructed  for  the 
immediate  passage  of  armed 
troops  is  nothing  new  for  armies. 
The  Roman  Emperor  Caracalla 
shows  the  use  of  a pontoon 
bridge  on  bronze  coins  of  his, 
issued  around  A.D.  214.  These 
coins  depict  the  Emperor  cross- 
ing a river  on  a pontoon  bridge 
with  his  soldiers  following. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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WALTER  L.  MASON,  NI  1283 


Walter  L.  Mason  died  tranquilly  at  home  in  Rockville,  Mary- 
land on  September  26,  1987  after  a long  illness  borne  with 
fortitude.  He  was  67.  Walter  Mason  was  a loyal  NI  member, 
his  thoughtful  letters  to  the  editor  have  often  appeared  in 
the  NI  Bulletin.  Particularly  in  the  Mid-Atlantic  region, 
where  he  was  best  known,  Walt  was  esteemed  and  respected  by 
all.  No  numismatic  series,  however  arcane,  escaped  his  at- 
tention and  analysis.  His  love-token  collections  was  fam- 
ous. Specialists  searching  for  some  elusive  item  came  to 
his  table  at  the  shows,  for  he  was  a true  dealer  of  last 
resort. 

Though  he  was  as  shrewd  as  the  next  man,  and  generally  bet- 
ter informed,  it  was  not  in  Walt’s  nature  to  make  a mint  of 
money  - he  savored  the  good  atmosphere  more  than  he  sought 
profit.  During  the  years  he  was  associated  with  the  late 
Ben  Douglas,  Walt  genially  held  court  at  the  little  shop  on 
11th  Street,  a Mecca  for  Washington  and  out  of  town  collect- 
ors. He  was  generous  and  resourceful  in  numismatic  good 
works  - a co-founder  and  early  officer  in  half  a dozen 
regional  organizations. 

Walter  Mason  is  survived  by  his  gracious  wife  Harriet,  three 
daughters  and  four  grandchildren,  and  he  leaves  behind 
scores  of  appreciative  friends. 

(Randolph  Zander) 


FROM  THE  MAIL BOX 

Additional  informatics,  on  mints  for  South  Vietnam’ Coinage 

I have  some  additional  information  rbgarding  John  Pieratt's  letter  in 
the  September  issue  of  NI  BULLETIN.  The  South  Vietnam  1963  50  Xu 
(Y6)  was  struck  by  the  Heaton  Mint,  Birmingham,  England,  as  were  Y7 
(1964  1 Dong)  and  Y9  (1964  10  Dong).  The  1966  5 Dong  (Y8)  was  also 
made  in  England,  but  I'm  not  sure  which  mint  produced  it.  Y1  , Y2  and 
Y3  (1953  aluminum  pieces)  were,  of  course,  produced  by  the  Paris  Mint. 

The  nickel-clad-steel  pieces  --  Y8a  1971  5 Dong;  Y9a  1968  & 1970  10 
Dong;  Y 1 0 and  Yll  20  Dong  --  were  all  made  in  Germany.  Nickel-clad- 
steel  was  invented  there  and  is  a specialty  of  Vereingte  Deutsche 
Metal lwerke  AG  (VDM).  The  VDM  company  often  obtains  coinage  contracts 
for  various  countries,  produces  the  blanks,  and  has  one  of  the  German 
state  mints  actually  strike  the  coins.  I believe  Y13  brass-clad-steel 
10  Dong  was  also  produced  in  England.  This  information  can  be  found 
in  the  U.  S.  Mint  Report  and  the  British  Royal  Mint  Report  (though 
the  Royal  Mint  report  usually  won't  mention  Heaton's  by  name). 


/s/  Bruce  Smith 

St.  Charles  , Mi ssouri 
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TABARI YYA  309 


E.  J.  Hebert,  Washington , D.C, 


The  subject  of  this  note  is  a gold  dinar  weighing  4.330  grams  brought 
to  this  office  for  attribution  by  two  Middle  Eastern  visitors.  Since 
the  piece  seems  to  be  unpublished,  there  may  be  some  value  in  describ- 
ing and  illustrating  it  here. 


Obverse 


II  } 

4 Ut 

-J  jjl y 
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Jt+ 1 

t 


i 


i 


262 


Obv.  inner  margin:  £-J  U*  Vj-4 

Obv.  outer  margin:  Qur*&n,  XXX,  3-4. 

iT  *"  ' ,c7  ’ J“~  • - **''.•  >u  t*?  i 

4ill  ^ S?  ^ y*\  4»1 


Rev.  margin:  Qur’an,  IX,  33. 

**-J!  aAJ1 


The  piece  was  struck  at  Tabariyya,  the  modern  Tiberias,  on  the  west 
of  the  Sea  of  Galilee. 

According  to  Zambaur's  Munzpragungen  des  I slams , this  mint-signature 
occurs  on  undated  pieces  of  the  Arabo-Byzantine  series,  as  well  as 
Umayyad  pieces  dated  110,  120,  and  no  date.  For  the  cAbbasids,  Zam- 
baur  knew  the  dates  143,  163,  294,  319,  320,  323,  329;  for  the  Ikh- 
shidids,  the  dates  33x,  and  no  date;  and  for  the  Fatimids,  the  dates 
375,  395,  436,  439,  442,  and  460.  Additionally,  the  American  Numis- 
matic Society  has  pieces  dated  209,  336,  353,  and  447.  From  my  own 
mint-file,  I can  add  the  year  368.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  list 
all  known  dates  for  this  mint,  but  I do  wish  to  note  that  it  is  not 
a common  mint,  and  this  pieces  seems  to  be  unpublished. 

The  date  on  the  piece  brought  in  for  examination  was  309  A.H.  = A.D. 

May  12,  921  - May  1,  922  and  was  struck  in  the  names  of  the  reigning 
Caliph,  al-Muqtadir,_A.H.  295-320  - A.D^  908-932,  and  his  son  and  heir- 
apparent,  Abu'l-cAbbas  b.  Amir  al-MuminTn,  i.e.,  Ahmad  b.  al-Radi  b. 
al-Muqtadir  who  was  then  12  years  old  and  who  succeeded  to  the  Caliphate 
in  322  at  the  age  of  23. 

************************************************************************* 


ARA  OR  ALTARE 


The  elevated  structure  used  by  the  Romans  at  prayers  and  where  libations 
were  offered  up  were  called  Ara  and  Altare.  It  is  from  these  words 
that  the  French  Autel  and  oru  English  Altar  comes  from. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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"SALON I NA  - A ROMAN  JEWEL" 


Lee  Grossman,  NLG 3 San  Antonio , Texas,  USA , NI  § 1707 


Nothing  is  known  about  her  family;  when  or  where  she  was  born.  Yet. 
according  to  many  historians,  she  is  one  of  the  favorite  women  in 
Roman  history.  Unlike  other  empresses,  it  is  aoreed  that  nothing  bad 
has  been  written  about  her. 


Double  Denarius  of  Salonina 

Cornelia  Salonina  was  married  to  Publius  Licinius  Gallienus  about  ten 
years  before  he  became  royalty.  His  father  (Valerian  I)  was  Censor 
under  Trebonianus  Gallus.  He  had  arrived  with  an  army  to  fight  the 
revolt  of  Aemilian.  Upon  the  deaths  of  Gallus  and  Herennius  Etruscus 
in  253  AD,  Valerian  was  proclaimed  Emperor.  He  at  once  made  his  son, 
Gallienus,  joint-emperor.  In  254,  Salonina  was  named  Augusta. 

She  had  so  many  fine  points.  It  is  rather  difficult  to  single  out  her 
greatest  forte.  She  was  obviously  outraged  by  the  infidelities  of  her 
imperial  consort,  yet  she  was  above  makina  an  issue  of  it.  She  was 
constantly  striving  to  improve  conditions  for  the  public  good,  and  was 
distinguished  by  her  true  benevolence  and  amiable  condescension.  As 
Stevenson  wrote:  "This  accomplished  empress  patronized  learning  and 
encouraged  meritorious  talent  throughout  the  empire,  which  Gallienus 
would  have  left  without  a struggle  on  his  part.  More  than  once  she 
pacified  the  wavering  loyalty  of  his  legions  by  her  companionship  in 
the  dangers  and  privations  of  war." 

During  the  reign  of  Gallienus,  many  usurpers  (at  least  30  tyrants) 
sprung  up  in  the  various  parts  of  the  empire.  Marcus  Acilius  Aureolus 
was  governor  of  Illyria  and  commander  of  the  Illyrian  troops.  When 
Macrianus  I and  his  eldest  son  advanced  on  Rome,  they  met  the  forces 
of  Aureolus  and  were  defeated,  with  both  being  slain.  Aureolus  was 
proclaimed  emperor  by  his  legions  in  Illyria  in  267,  resulting  in  a 
rebellion  against  Gallienus,  and  Aureolus  was  defeated,  and  fled  to 
Mediolanum  (Milan),  where  he  hid. 

Many  of  the  things  Gallienus  did  were  overlooked  by  the  Romans,  but 
the  misconduct  of  having  taken  Byzantium  - in  spite  of  his  promise 
to  the  contrary  - putting  its  garrison  to  the  sword,  brought  state 
affairs  into  extreme  difficulties.  So  it  was  in  March  of  268,  at  the 
siege  of  Mediolanum  (hunting  down  the  usurper  Aureolus)  that  Salonina 
fell  victim  to  the  fatal  conspiracy  against  Gallienus,  and  perished 
with  him. 
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It  is  known  that  Salonina  had  children,  but  it  depends  on  the  refer- 
ence as  to  how  many  she  mothered.  David  R.  Sear,  Zander  Klawans,  and 
Dr.  Robert  A.G.  Carson  wrote  that  Salonina  was  the  mother  of  two  sons: 
Publius  Cornelius  Licinius  Valerianus  (better  known  as  VALERIAN  II), 
and  Publius  Licinius  Cornelius  Saloninus  Valerianus  (SALONINUS).  Va- 
lerian II  became  Caesar  in  253  but  died  about  255.  Saloninus  was  born 
in  242,  became  Caesar  in  255  (and  perhaps  Augustus  in  259).  He  was 
killed  by  Postumus  that  same  year.  Coinage  exists  for  both  Caesars. 

It  appears  that  Valerian  I was  married  twice.  Two  sons  were  born  - 
Gallienus  and  a half-brother.  Valerian  the  Younger.  Many  sources  say 
no  coinage  was  struck  for  Valerian  the  Younger. 

But  Stevenson  wrote  that  Salonina  had  three  sons  and  a daughter.  He 
stated  that  the  sons  were  Cornelius  Saloninus  Valerianus,  Saloninus 
Valerianus  and  Quintus  Julius  Gallienus,  and  a daughter  was  Licinia 
Galliena.  Can  we  assume  the  first  two  sons  were  Valerian  II  and 
Salonininus?  If  so,  why  was  I unable  to  find  any  other  references  con- 
cerning Qui  ntus  Jul  ius  Gallienus?  or  Licinia  Galliena?  As  far  as  I can 
tell,  no  coinage  even  exists  for  the  latter  two  children  (IF  they  ever 
existed!).  While  Stevenson's  book  is  an  excellent  one,  he  made  some 
statements  that  bear  further  study.  For  instance,  he  states  that 
Valerian  II  was  a son  of  Valerian  I and  half-brother  of  Gallienus, 
and  died  at  Milan  in  268  with  Gallienus.  All  the  other  sources  state 
that  Gallienus  and  Salonina  died  at  Milan  in  that  year. 

Gallienus  had  been  emperor  for  15  years.  Involved  in  the  conspiracy 
of  the  Illyrian  officers  which  led  to  the  assassinations  were  future 
emperors  Claudius  II  Gothicus  (ruled  268-270)  and  Aurelian  (270-275). 

Coinage  of  Salonina  was  struck  at  Rome,  Milan  and  Siscia,  with  the  pos- 
sibility of  Cyzicus  and  Antioch.  In  Gold:  an  Aureus,  and  a light 
Aureus  (or  Quinarius);  Base  Silver  (or  Bronze):  14  different  Antonini- 
ani , and  a Quinarius;  in  Bronze:  a Denarius;  three  different  Sester- 

tii; a Dupondius,  and  three  different  Asses.  In  Colonial  and  Provin- 
cial Coinage:  four  different  billon  Tetradrachms.  All  of  her  obver- 
ses show  a diademed  and  draped  bust,  facing  right. 

At  first  I thought  my  coin  was  a bronze  As,  similar  to  Sear  2956,  since 
the  obverse  has  SALONINA  AVG3  two  children  to  the  left  of  the  seated 
Pietas,  one  to  the  right.  But  NI  Article  Editor,  Fred  Drost,  advised 
me  that  R.A.G.  Carson  has  an  illustration  (#318)  in  his  book,  and  re- 
fers to  it  as  a Double  Denarius c with  the  empress'  bust  on  a cres- 
cent moon  :.  Therefore  the  coin  was  probably  billon  or  base  Silver. 

So  back  to  my  books  I went.  While  Carson  calls  the  coin  a Double  den- 
arius, Sear  doesn't  list  a Double  Denarius.  I finally  found  a note  I 
had  written  several  years  ago  which  said:  "Antoni ni anus  - A Roman 

Coin;  a double  denarius.  Different  from  the  denarius  by  being  a little 
larger  in  size,  and  has  the  radiate  head  of  the  emperor.  A radiate 
head  of  an  empress  is  set  on  a crescent.  The  radiate  head  and  cres- 
cent are  symbolic  of  the  sun  and  the  moon.  The  Antoninianus  was  intro- 
duced by  Caracalla  (Marcus  Aurelius  Antoninus)  in  215  AD,  and  it  grad- 
ually reduced  the  denarius  as  the  principal  silver  coin.  In  the 
course  of  time,  however,  the  silver  became  so  debased  that  by  the  time 
of  Gallienus  (260-268),  it  was  little  more  than  a brGnze  coin. 

Back  to  Sear,  which  lists  14  different  Antoninianii  in  base  silver  or 
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AE.  He  has  two  varieties  of  the  obverse  legend  and  two  varieties  of 
the  bust.  This  would  make  my  coin  an  "A  b",  since  it  has  SALON IN A 
AVG  with  the  crescent.  Unfortunately,  Sear  doesn't  list  an  Antoni  - 
nianus  with  a reverse  like  my  coin. 

And  so,  until  I can  identify  my  coin  with  a definite  number,  I reckon 
I'll  just  say  it  is  UNLISTED  IN  SEAR! 

References : 

ROMAN  COINS  & THEIR  VALUES  - David  R.  Sear  (Seaby,  London,  1974) 

COIN  DICTIONARY  AND  GUIDE  - C.C.  Chamberlain  & Fred  Reinfeld  (Ster- 
ling Publishing  Co.,  1960) 

A DICTIONARY  OF  ROMAN  COINS  - Seth  W.  Stevenson  (Seaby  1982  Reprint 
of  1889  original  volume) 

COINS  OF  THE  WORLD,  VOLUME  1 - Dr.  R.A.G.  Carson  (Radius  Book /Hut- 
chinson 1970) 

READING  AND  DATING  ROMAN  IMPERIAL  COINS  - Zander  H.  Klawans, 

(Western  Publishing  Co.,  1977) 


Vol . II  - "Heads  & Tails"  #102  in  a Series.  ALL  RIGHTS  RESERVED. 


******************************************************* ****** ********* 
CONSTANS  THREE  M I L I ARENSIA  COINAGE 


The  Roman  Emperor  Constans  (A.D.  337-350)  issued  a large  silver  three 
miliarensia  coin  of  13.5  grams.  His  so-called  silver  heavy  miliarense 
was  of  5.4  grams  and  the  miliarense  weighs  4.5  grams.  He  also  issued 
the  siligua  in  silver  weighing  3.4  grams,  The  three  miliarensia  coin 
struck  in  Siscia,  now  Sisak,  Yugoslavia,  is  illustrated  here.  The 
obverse  shows  the  diademed,  draped  and  cuirassed  bust  of  Constans  to 
the  right.  The  legend  is  "FL(avius)  IVL(ius)  CONSTANS  P(ius)  F(elix) 
AVG(ustus)".  The  reverse  has  Constans  standing  facing,  with  his  head 
left,  he  is  holding  a labarum  with  a Christogram  in  his  right  hand  and 
a spear  in  his  left.  The  legend  "TRIVMFATOR  GENTIVM  BARBARARVM"  is  a 
title  adopted  by  Constans  meaning  the  triumphant  congueror  of  barbarian 
nations . 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  HLM-12 

No.  30  - MICHAEL  III.  The  Drunkard  (842-867) 

This  is  a confusing  reign  and  earlier  lists  of  coins  have  been  con- 
siderably shortened  in  Seaby's  catalogue. 

Various  individuals  were  associated  with  Michael  who  was  a small  boy 
at  his  father's  death.  His  mother,  Theodora,  received  royal  honors, 
much  as  Irene  in  an  earlier  reign. 

Bardas,  Theodora's  brother,  ousted  her  in  856  and  became  Caesar 
though  no  coins  seem  to  have  been  struck  with  reference  to  him.  He 
was  an  effective  ruler  until  his  brutal  murder  by  Basil  the  Macedonian. 
The  regent,  Theokistus,  had  already  been  murdered.  Basil  was  made 
and  Associate  Augustus  before  he  himself  murdered  Michael.  All  very 
Byzantine. 

There  are  the  usual  conflicting  accounts  of  the  various  individuals. 
Certainly  Theodora  was  highly  regarded  by  the  Church  - and  later 
beatified  - because  with  her  husband's  death  she  ended  the  icono- 
clastic controvery  which  had  torn  and  weakened  the  empire  for  so 
long.  This  is  shown  by  the  reintroduction  of  the  bust  of  Christ 
facing  which  was  to  become  a main  feature  of  the  Byzantine  coinage 
for  a long  time  to  come. 

Michael  himself,  with  his  regretable  nickname,  seems  to  have  been  a 
weak  character,  given  mainly  to  enjoying  himself;  perhaps  encouraged 
in  that  course  by  those  who  wished  to  wield  the  real  power.  Because 
of  these  latter,  the  reign,  rather  strangely  it  would  seem,  marks 
the  beginning  of  the  greatest  period  of  the  Medieval  Byzantine  Empire. 

Although  the  Empire  lost  out  with  the  Arabs  who  overran  Sicily  and 
parts  of  South  Italy,  it  sent  a fleet  to  attack  Egypt.  A fortress 
was  destroyed  near  the  Nile's  mouth.  Then  in  863  the  Emir  Omar  of 
Melitene  and  his  army  were  annihilated. 

It  ushers  in  a great  period  for  the  Byzantine  Church  with  the 
ascension  to  the  Patriarchal  throne  of  Photius.  Of  special  interest 
to  myself  as  one  of  my  students  in  Turkey  was  to  translate  his  ser- 
mons into  English  while  at  Dumbarton  Oaks.  The  Church  sent  many 
missionaries  into  Russia,  whence  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church,  into 
Moravia  and  among  the  southern  Slavs.  The  Bulgarian  Orthodox  Church 
is  another  reminder  of  that  period. 

Basil,  who  began  life  as  a prisoner  of  the  Bui  gars,  whence  his  nick- 
name, The  Macedonian,  escaped  at  last  and  became  a groom  at  the  royal 
court,  where  his  horsemanship  had  won  Michael's  favor.  This  latter, 
be  it  noted,  was  as  passionate  an  interest  for  the  Byzantines  as 
was  religion.  He  was  also  a highly  capable  and  ambitious  man. 

The  Coinage 

It  seems  strange  that  for  so  long  a reign  there  are  relatively  few 
coins.  Even  stranger  is  the  fact  that  the  only  known  foil  is  of 
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Constantinople  was  struck  in  the  last  years  of  Michael's  reign. 
There  were  three  mints  striking,  the  new  one  being  Cherson,  in  the 
Crimea,  reflecting  the  activity  of  the  Empire  in  Russia,  though  it 
struck  only  bronze.  Presumably  there  was  already  enough  bronze  in 
circulation  from  earlier  reigns. 

The  Coi ns 


GOLD:  Constantinople  and  Syracuse  struck  gold  coins,  with  the  former 

being  rare. 


CONSTANTINOPLE:  There  are  three  types  of  gold  solidus. 


a)  Obverse:  Theodora  and  legend  + oeooGRA  aesPYbA. 

Reverse:  Bust  of  child,  Michael  III,  and  a half  length 

figure  of  his  sister  Thecla. 

Legend:  (THXAHL  S ©€CLA- 

Sometimes  these  are  found  struck  on  sol i di  of 
earlier  reigns. 


Type  a) 


b)  This  type  is  of  special  interest  as  it  marks  the  end  of 
i conoclasm. 

Obverse:  Bust  of  the  Christos,  facing,  holding  the  gospels 

in  his  left  hand. 

Reverse:  Bust  of  Michael  and  Theodora. 

Legend:  miXAHL  s qcooora 


mr* 


Type  c) 


c)  Obverse: 
Reverse: 


As  b). 

Bust  of  Michael  III.  Legend:  miXAHL  bASlL€'. 


Also  struck  was  one  type  of  semissis  in  the  same  style  as  type 
c)  of  the  solidus. 

SYRACUSE:  Only  the  semissis  is  known,  a small  coin,  sometimes  of  be- 
based  metal,  as  in  the  past.  There  were  two  types. 
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a)  Obverse:  Facing  bust  of  Michael  III.  Legend:  miXAHL 

Reverse:  The  same  except  that  the  Latin  "L"  is  sometimes 

replaced  by  the  Greek  "a 


Type  a)  Type  b) 

b)  Obverse:  Bust  of  Michael  III.  Legend:  miXAHA. 

Reverse:  Bust  of  Basil.  Legend:  + BASILEIOS. 

SILVER:  Again  the  only  silver  struck  was  that  of  the  capital,  the 

miliaresion,  and  following  the  style  of  the  previous  reigns.  The 
three  types  have  similar  obverses.  The  reverse  legends  are: 

a)  + Of)!XA  HL©£0<D0RA — S©€CL  AEC0 — bASILIS- 
RO-AlOb  in  five  lines. 

b)  + miXA  — HL6C©€H  — PISOOSbA  — SIL6HSRO — 

(DAlOb  in  five  lines. 

c)  + (DIXA  — HLPISCOS  — (TKCASbA  — SIL64SRO  — 

(DAlOb  in  five  lines . 

I see  amongst  my  notes  the  notation  that  a copy  of  a)  was  sold  by 
Spinks  in  1946  for  £5:10. 


Type  a)  Miliaresion  Type  c) 

(Reverse) 

COPPER:  Struck  at  three  mints. 

CONSTANTINOPLE:  Obverse:  Bust  of  Michael.  Legend:  + mihA6L  IMPERAT  . 

Reverse:  Bust  of  Basil.  Legend:  + bASiLlHS  R'XI 


Constantinople  Follis  Syracuse  Follis 
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SYRACUSE:  Follis.  Obverse:  Bust  of  Michael  III. 

Legend:  (DIXAHL  b. 

Reverse:  As  in  illustration. 

These  are  sometimes  found  overstruck  on  folles  of  Theo- 
philus.  A variety  is  found  with  a slightly  different 
legend  on  the  obverse,  i.e.  "A"  replaces  "L". 


Cherson  bronze  piece 

CHERSON:  The  new  mint.  This  struck  only  a small  bronze  piece  of 

uncertain  denomination,  about  13mm  in  diameter,  as  shown 
in  the  illustration.  There  are  varieties. 

********************************************************************* 


THE  "SCEPTRUM" 


The  "Sceptrum",  a sceptre"  is  an  ancient  ornament  held  by  the  kings  in 
their  right  hand  whenever  they  performed  any  of  the  important  functions 
attached  to  the  royalty.  It  was  held  especially  when  the  sovereign  was 
administering  justice.  On  coins  the  sceptre  is  a sign  of  divinity  and 
a particular  attribute  of  Jupiter.  Tarquin,  it  is  said,  was  the  first 
to  carry  a golden  sceptre  surmounted  by  an  eagle.  The  Romans,  who  in- 
vested their  consul  with  regal  power  and  authority,  added  to  the  other 
marks  of  dignity  for  these  chief  magistrates  a kind  of  sceptre  called 
a "Scipio".  This  wand  was  made  of  ivory,  sometimes  with  bands  of  gold. 
Those  who  were  allowed  triumphal  honours  could  bear  in  their  hand  one 
of  these  scipio  sticks. 


The  regal  Sceptrum  was  a long  golden  rod  surmounted  by  a globe  and  an 
eagle.  This  token  of  sovereignty  shows  that  the  prince  governs  by  him- 
self. The  Emperor  Phocas  was  the  first  to  add  the  cross,  the  sacred 
symbol  of  Christianity,  to  his  sceptre.  His  successors  relinquished 
the  sceptre  altogether,  so  that  they  could  hold  nothing  but  crosses 
of  different  forms  and  sizes. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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STAMP  MONEY.  193  6-1939 

Issues  of  the  Spanish 
Civil  War 

Terris  C.  Howard,  Mukilteo,  Washington , USA.,  NI  # 1936 

(Reprinted  with  permission  from  IBNS  Journal  Vol.  23,  #1,  1984) 

(Ed.  Rote:  Terris  specializes  in  Spanish  numismatics  from  1868,  and  is 
currently  cataloguing  known  varieties , errors  and  counterfeits . His 
address  is:  P.0.  Box  1048,  Mukilteo,  Washington  98275  USA.) 

The  Spanish  Postage  Stamp  Money  issues  as  illustrated  in  the  Fourth 
edition  of  the  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Paper  Money  by  Albert  Pick 
lists  unofficial  issues  as  well  as  the  issues  authorized  by  official 
decrees.  There  also  exist  other  types  or  varieties  not  cataloged  by 
Albert  Pick. 

The  known  issues  will  be  catalogued  by  the  author  using  the  PICK  system 
and  modified  by  the  author  to  indicate  varieties,  types  or  unlisted  is- 
sues (to  this  time).  References  will  be  made  as  to  the  type  identifi- 
cation per  the  Scott  Standard  Postage  Stamp  Catalogue , the  Spanish 
decrees  and  other  catalogues. 

The  cardboard  disks  were  fabricated  by  the  Fabrica  Nacional  de  Moneda 
y Timbre  (the  Spanish  Mint  of  Coins  and  Stamps)  and  the  stamps  by  of- 
ficial decree  were  affixed  and  issued  by  Spanish  banks  as  a substitute 
for  the  lack  of  small  coins.  These  issues  were  circulated  only  in  the 
Republican  zone  and  were  illegal  after  the  war  was  won  by  the  National- 
ists. Other  stamps  of  various  denominations  were  also  affixed  to  re- 
lieve the  coin  shortage  and  were  accepted  into  circulation. 

It  must  be  noted  that  although  many  genuine  pieces  exist,  official  and 
unnof fi ci al  , a great  number  exist  with  stamps  affixed  to  the  cardboard 
for  collectors.  These  blank  disks  can  be  bought  in  any  coin  market  in 
the  cities  of  Barcelona,  Madrid,  Seville,  etc. 

The  cardboard  disks  are  35  mm.  in  diameter  and  have  the  coat  of  arms  of 
the  Republic  embossed  on  the  brick-red  side. 

Postage  Stamp  Monies  listed  here  are  those  known  to  the  author.  There 
may  be  others  such  as  the  "Especial  Movil"  issues  and  the  author  would 
appreciate  information  concerning  these.  There  are,  of  course,  stamp 
issues  with  "Espana"  or  "Ayuntamiento  de  Barcelona"  on  the  stamp  and 
these  are  not  considered  part  of  this  series  as  they  were  used  by  the 
Nationalists  for  advertising  purposes.  The  author  can  be  contacted  by 
addressing  "Spanish  Coin  Research"  at  the  address  above. 

ABBREVIATIONS  USED  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOG 

Na  - Issue  Acknowledged  by  S.  Nathan 

Vic  - Issue  Acknowledged  by  -Jose  A.  Vicenti 

NSM  - Issue  Acknowledged  by  The  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine 
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"CORREOS  - REPUBLICA  ESPANOLA"  (Postage  Issues) 


Number 

Denomination 

Color  Decree 

Na 

Vic 

NSM 

Scott  # 

A96 

Without  Stamp 

Grey-Brown 

24.2.1938 

CM- 1 

P-96 

5 Centimos 

li 

II 

/ 

SM-1 

/ 

A108-592 

P-96A 

10  Centimos 

Yell -Green 

22.10.38 

/ 

SM-4 

/ 

A108-593 

P-96B 

15  Centimos 

Slate-Green 

/ 

/ 

A108-594 

P-96C 

20' Centimos 

Violet 

/ 

SM-6 

/ 

A108-595 

P-96D 

25  Centimos 

Red-Vi olet 

24.2.38 

/ 

SM-8 

/ 

A108-596 

P-96D.1 

25  Centimos 

Lilac 

II 

SM-10 

Color'  Variation 

P-96E 

30  Centimos 

Scarlet 

/ 

A108-597 

,:CORREOS--REPUBLICA  ESPANOLA"  (Portrait  Issues) 

There  are  many  portraits  involved  and  they  are  listed  with  the  name 

as  noted  on  the  stamp. 

Name 

Blasco  Ibanez 
Francisco  Pi  y Margall 
Mariana  Pineda 
Alejandro  Lerroux 
. Concepcion  Arenal 
. Nicolas  Saleron 
. Miguel  Moya 
. Francisco  Pi  y Margal 
. Manuel  Ruiz-Zorilla 


Number 

Denom . 

P.96F 

5 Cent. 

P96F.1 

II 

P96G 

10 

II 

96G.1 

II 

P96H 

15 

Cent 

96H.1 

15 

Cent 

96H.2 

15 

Cent 

A96H 

20 

Cent 

P96I 

25 

Cent 

961.1 

25 

Cent 

Decree  Na 

NSM 

Scott# 

24.2.1938  / 

/ 

A103-528 

" / 

A95-516 

22.10.1938 

/ 

V 

A 1 10-546 

II 

A123-560 

/ 

/ 

A 1 1 1 -547 

/ 

A97  -518 

A120-561 

11 

A95  -532 

24.2.1938 

/ 

A104-534 

;z  24.2.1938 

A122-563 
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Number 

Denom 

Name  ' Decree  Na 

NSM 

Scott# 

P.96J 

30  Cent.  Caspar  Melchor  de  Jovelanos 

A1 13-549 

96  J.  1 

30  Cent.  Pablo  Iqlesius 

A99  -521 

96J.2 

30  Cent. 

II 

/ 

A128-577 

96  J.  3 

II 

II 

A129-578 

96  J.  4 

Gumersindo  de  Zacarate 

A1 12-548 

96  J.  5 

" Santiago  Ramon  y Cajal 

A109-545 

96  J.  6 

" Lope  de  Vega 

A1 17 -553 

96  J.  7 

" Alejandro  Lerroux 

A123-564 

P-96K 

40  Centimos 

Emilio  Castelar  - blue 

A100-522 

96K.1 

11 

Emilio  Castelar  - rose 

A1 00-5  7 9 

P-96L 

45  Centimos 

Pablio  Iglesias 

/ 

A129-580 

P-96M 

50  Centimos 

Velazquez 

A130-581 

96M.1 

II 

Nicolas  Salmeron 

A97  -550 

96M.2 

II 

Lope  de  Vega 

A 1 17 -554 

96M.3 

II 

Torcuato  Luca  de  Tena 

A 1 2 1 -566 

P-96N 

60  Centimos 

Emilio  Castelar 

A100-538 

96N.1 

II 

Fermin  Salvoeche  -blue 

A 1 3 1 -582 

96N.2 

II 

Fermin  Salvoeche  - orange 

A 1 3 1-583 

96N.3 

60  Centimos 

Jose  Francos  Rodriquez 

A122-567 

jfc&j  t. 


"ESPECIAL  MOVIL"  (Revenue  Issues) 

There  are  three  diff.  types  of  this  issue  and  not  all  types  may  exist 

for  each  denomination. 


Number 

Denomination  Type 

Color  Decree 

Na  Vi  c 

NSM 

P-960 

5 Centimos 

1 

Blue-Grey 

960.1 

5 Centimos 

3 

Blue 

P-96P 

10  Centimos 

1 

Brown  24.2.1938 

/ 

/ 

P-96Q 

15  Centimos 

1 

Rose 

/ 

/ 

P-96R 

15  Centimos 

2 

Rose 

/ SM-11 

/ 

A96R 

20  Centimos 

SM-12 

A96S 

25  Centimos 

2 

Rose 

SM-13 

P-96S 

30  Centimos 

P-96T 

50  Centimos 

2 

Rose 

ALLEGORICAL  BUST  ISSUES  finish  out  this  listing.  Next  page. 
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"CORREOS — REPUBLICA  ESPANOLA 
(Allegorical  Rust  Issues) 


Number 

Denomination 

Color 

Pick 

Scott# 

96W 

40  Centimos 

Rose 

A133-598 

96X 

45  Centimos 

Red 

/ 

A133-599 

96Y 

50  Centimos 

B1  ue 

A133-160 

96Z 

60  Centimos 

Dark  Blue 

A133-601 
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*********************************************************************** 


MERMAID  COINAGE  OF  THE  VALERIA  FAMILY 

There  are  rare  silver  denarii  struck  by  the  Valeria  family  of  the  Roman 
Republic  time  that  have  on  them  the  figure  of  a mermaid.  Nereids  were 
sea-nymphs  that  the  ancient  poets  ascribed  to  the  human  form,  and  to 
whom  their  artists  represented  in  the  form  of  a woman  as  far  as  the 
waist  and  two  fish  tails  from  there  down. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research 
purposes,  lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reasons, 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 
better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C_  = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless 
multiple  for  the  particular  year. 

ITALY:  Y25  - C;  Y26  - C;  Y28  - 1887;  Y29  - 1884;  Y35  - 1940R;  Y36  - 

1908;  Y37  - 1903;  Y38  - 1907;  Y43  - 1914,  1915;  Y44  - 1911;  Y45  - 1913; 

Y47  - C to  1922  X (1912,  1919);  Y50  - 1917;  Y61  - CX  (1922,  1923,  1931, 

1932,  1934,  1935,  1936);  Y62  - 1920,  1921,  1924,  1925,  1926,  1929, 

1933;  Y63  - CX  (1920);  Y64  - 1920,  1921,  1925;  Y64a  - 1920;  Y65  - 1922, 

1923,  1928;  Y66  - 1923,  1924,  1925;  Y67  - 1927;  Y77  - 1939;  Y77a  - 1940, 

1942;  Y78  - 1937,  1939;  Y78a  - 1941;  Y79a  - CX  (1939  XVIII);  Y79b  - 

C;  Y80a  - C;  Y80b  - CX  (1943);  Y81a  - 1940;  Y82a  - CX  (1939R  XVII); 

Y82b  - 1941;  Y95  - 1949;  Y97  - 1949,  1950;  Y98  - 1949,  1950;  Y99  - 
1954,  1955,  1956;  Y100  - 1954,  1959;  Y101  - 1942,  1953,  1954,  1955, 

1967,  1969;  Y102  - C to  1975  X (1965,  1966,  1968,  1970,  1971);  YA102  - 

CXT1956TT  YA102a  - 1972  , 1973;  Y103  - C to  1968  X (1958,  1960,  1969); 
Y104  - C to  1979  X (1961  , 1970,  1971  );  Y105  - 1959;  Y109  - C;  Y112  - 
1978,  1979. 


JAMAICA:  Y2  - 1889;  Y3  - 1884;  Y4  - 1902;  Y8  - 1906,  1907;  Y10  - 1916; 

Y 1 2 - 1920,  1926;  Y18  - 1945;  Y19  - 1950;  Y20  - 1952;  Y21  - 1950;  Y22  - 

CX  (1955,  1957);  Y23  - CX  (1953,  1955,  1960);  Y24  - CX  (1965);  Y25  - 
1964,  1967;  Y26  - C;  Y29.1  - C;  Y29.2  - 1971,  1972,  1973;  Y30.1  - CX 
(1975);  Y31.1  - C;  Y32.1  - 1969;  Y33.2  - 1975;  Y36  - 1972. 

JAPAN:  Cl.l  - C;  Cl. 2 - C;  Y1.8  - C;  C4.2  - C;  C7  - C;  Y9  - C;  Y15  - 

M7 , 8,  16;  Y16.2  - M19;  Y17.1  - M7,  9;  Y17.2  - M15,  16,  17,  18;  Y18.1 

- M8;  Y18.2  - M10;  Y19  - M23,  25,  26;  Y20  - M31 ; Y21  - M31 , 32;  Y23  - 

M3 3;  Y24  - M7;  Y30  M43;  Y31  - M39,  43;  Y36  - T6;  Y41  - T8;  Y42  - 

CX  (T6) ; Y43  - T7,  8;  Y44  - CX  (T12);  Y45  - CX  (T9);  Y46  - T13,  14; 

Y47  - S3,  8,  9,  10.,  11,  13;  Y48  - C;  Y49  - C;  Y53  - SI  1 ; Y54  - CX 
(S10,  12);  Y55  - C;  Y56.1  - C;  Y56.3  - C;  Y57  - SI 3 ; Y58  - C;  Y59  - C; 
Y60  - S 1 6 ; Y60a  - SI 7 ; Y61  - C;  Y61a  - SI 7 ; Y61b  - C;  Y62  - S19;  Y63  - 
C;  Y64  - C;  Y65  - C;  Y67  - S21  ; Y68  - C;  Y69  - S22;  Y70  - C;  Y71  - C; 

Y72  - CX  (S32) ; Y72a  - C to  S50  X (S41  , 49);  Y73  - CX  (S33) ; Y73a  - C 

to  S56 ; Y74  - C to  S50  X (S35,  36,  42,  44,  49);  Y75  - CX  (S32);  Y76  - 
CX  (S35 , 36,  41  );  Y77  - C;  Y78  - CX  (S36);  Y79  - C;  Y80  - C;  Y81  - 
C to  S51  X (S46 , 48,  49,  50);  Y82  - C to  S49  X (S47);  Y83  - C. 

JERSEY:  Y2  - 1861;  Y4  - 1866;  Y7  - 1877H;  Y8  - 1877,  1881;  Y10  - C; 

Y12  - 1911;  Y14  - 1926;  Y17  - 1937;  Y18  - 1937;  Y19  - C;  Y20  - C;  Y21 

- C;  Y22  - C;  Y23  - C;  Y24  thru  Y29  - C;  Y30  - 1971;  Y33  - C. 

JORDAN:  Y1  thru  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y8  - 1955,  1963;  Y9  - 1955,  1383, 

1384;  Y10  - 1955;  Yll  - 1955,  1962,  1964;  Y12  - 1955. 

KAMPUCHEA:  Cambodia  - Yll,  Yll a , YI2,  Y12a,  Y13,  Y13a  - C. 

KENYA:  Mombasa  - Y1  - C;  Yl.l  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y5  - C.  Kenya  - Y1  - CX 
11968);  W-  1966;  Y3  - 1966;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - CX  (1967);  Y6  - 1966;  Y7  - 
1969,  1970,  1975;  Y8  - C to  1971;  Y9  - 1969;  Y10  - 1969;  Yll  - 1969, 
1971,  1974;  Y12  - 1969;  Y13  - C. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Colin  R.  Bruce  II.  Unusual  World.  Coins:  A Standard  Catalog  of 

World  Coins  Companion  Listing  and  Price  Guide  of  Novel  Non-circul- 
ating Coins.  1 92pp , 28cm.  Available  from  the  publisher,  Krause 
Publications,  Iola,  Wisconsin  54990. 

As  the  title  implies,  this  latest  effort  by  the  prolific  Colin  Bruce 
is  intended  as  a logical  accompaniment  to  the  Krause  firm's  Standard 
Catalog  of  World  Coins;  it  is  highly  useful  if  studied  with  the  lat- 
ter work.  Indeed,  the  organization  and  methodology  adopted  in  this 
new  book  only  make  sense  when  viewed  as  a natural  outgrowth  of  the 
old.  In  theory,  this  could  weaken  the  effectiveness  of  Unusual 
World  Coins;  in  practice,  since  world  coinage  collectors,  the  people 
who  will  be  most  interested  in  the  new  work,  will  almost  certainly 
have  Krause-Mi shier  in  their  libraries,  no  confusion  should  arise 
when  consulting  this  new  book. 

In  his  introduction,  Mr.  Bruce  pays  tribute  to  earlier  enthusiasts 
for  the  fantastic,  especially  Richard  D.  Kenney  and  Edward  Kann, 
who  provided  a framework  for  the  present  writer's  efforts  in  this 
field.  But  Mr.  Bruce  expanded  both  the  concept  and  the  coverage, 
deciding  to 

"add  most  anything  thought  to  be  or  auctioned  off  or  sold 
as  a coin  whether  or  not  it  was  a government  authorized 
medallic  issue  or  an  absolute  fantasy  piece." 

Accompanied  by  over  2,200  illustrations,  the  results  became  this 
book. 

The  remainder  of  the  introduction  sets  up  the  "ground  rules"  neces- 
sary for  a work  of  this  kind  - numbering  system,  information  on  re- 
strikes and  counterfeits,  etc.  Of  importance  in  the  organization 
finally  adopted,  the  compiler  has  elected  to  segregate  what  he  re- 
fers to  as  medallic  issues,  which  consi stently  appear  after  regular 
issue  listings.  His  criterion  for  calling  a piece  medallic  rather 
than  monetary  is  based  on  an  absence  of  stated  denomination  - which 
is  perhpps  an  unnecessary  distinction,  considering  that  none  of  the 
objects  in  Unusual  World  Coins  was  primarily  intended  for  monetary 
circulation.  The  author  concludes  this  section  with  data  on  grading 
and  pricing  of  the  material  under  review. 

There  follows  the  actual  catalogue,  very  profusely  illustrated,  ar- 
ranged strictly  alphabetically.  The  prolific  fantasy  issues  of  the 
several  Chinas  are  here,  as  are  the  "patterns"  of  the  enterprising 
(if  less-than-successful ) Karl  Goetz.  Richard  Obel's  medallic  is- 
sues for  British  colonies  and  dominions,  all  bearing  the  obverse 
portrait  of  Edward  VIII,  also  receive  mention  and  illustration  in 
their  proper  places.  Here,  Mr.  Bruce  has  done  future,  beginning 
world  collectors  a great  service,  for  confusion  over  the  legitimacy 
of  these  1936-dated  "coins"  will  inevitably  arise. 

Fantasies  such  as  these  are  well-known  to  collectors  of  the  genre. 
But  Mr.  Bruce  has  also  included  many  more  obscure  pieces,  including 
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some  which  I had  never  heard  of  (the  ten  gulden  coin  from  Latvia  is 
one  such  example).  All  in  all,  this  book  is  a sincere  attempt  to 
include  everything  created  in  the  fantasy  field  during  the  nineteenth 
and  twentieth  centuries. 

In  general,  I enjoyed  the  book,  and  I feel  that  it  has  filled  a very 
real  gap  in  the  literature.  An  entire  volume  on  non-exi stent  coinage 
appeals  to  the  whimsical  in  this  reviewer,  as  I am  certain  it  will 
to  many  collectors.  And  in  separating  the  fine  from  the  fantastic, 
Colin  Bruce  has  done  a service  to  the  field  of  world  numismatics. 

The  work  could  bear  improvement.  I have  no  quarrel  with  the  illus- 
trations, even  though  they  might  have  been  of  higher  quality:  this  is, 
after  all,  a catalogue  for  mass  circulation,  and  that  effectively 
precludes  quality  reproduction.  But  there  are  several  real,  if 
minor,  problems  about  Unusual  World  Coins. 

For  example,  the  author  includes  a few  purely  bullion  issues,  such  as 
those  of  the  Republic  of  Singapore.  Now,  these  are  not  fantasies  in 
amy  meaning  of  the  term.  They  are  simply  not  coins.  Mr.  Bruce  would, 
I think,  be  well-advised  either  to  omit  all  such  issues  from  the  next 
edition  of  his  catalogue,  or  to  include  all  of  them,  perhaps  in  a 
special  section.  In  addition,  he  lists  some  pieces  as  fantasies 
which  are  actually  genuine,  albeit  commemorative,  coins  which  might 
have  circulated  and  very  occasionally  did.  A good  example  is  the 
section  on  commemorative  copper  kreuzers  of  the  German  kingdom  of 
Baden:  I have  seen  these  coins  in  grades  far  inferior  to  fleur  de 

coin,  indicating  to  me  that  they  enjoyed  a limited  life  in  the  com- 
mercial mainstream.  Such  legitimate  commemorative  pieces  would  be 
better  placed  in  the  main  Krause-Mi shier  catalog  - a position  which 
they  in  fact  occupied  prior  to  the  publication  of  Unusual  World 
Coisn. 

These  are  minor  detractions,  easily  remedied.  The  Bruce  book  is 
quite  good,  especially  as  a first  effort  in  a difficult  area.  With 
Krause  Publications'  record  of  improving  later  editions  of  their 
books,  I see  Unusual  World  Coins  as  having  a solid  future  awaiting  it. 

Reviewed  by  SOHO 


INDEX  TO  LEONARD  FORRER  'S  BIOGRAPHICAL  DICTIONARY  OF  MEDALLISTS . Com- 
piled by  J.  S.  Martin.  Royal  Numismatic  Society  & British  Art  Medal 
Society  joint  publication.  London,  1987.  viii  +310pp,  hardbound. 
Available  from  A.  G.  van  der  Dussen  & Spink  & Son  Ltd.  for  t$65  plus 
postage . 

Leonard  Forrer's  eight-volume  Biographical  Dictionary  of  Medallists 

(including  two  supplements)  continues  to  be  the  undisputed  general 
reference  work  on  medallists  and  their  medals.  Happily,  it  is  still 
to  be  had  in  the  excellent  Baldwin/van  der  Dussen  reprint.  True  to 
its  title,  it  lays  first  emphasis  on  the  biographical  data  of  the 
medallists  it  treats.  But  for  many  prolific  medallists  and  medal  lie 
dynasties  such  as  the  Wyons  and  Roettiers,  it  serves  as  a working 
catalogue  of  the  individuals'  medallic  output  as  well,  and  this 
aspect  of  Forrer's  work  has  caused  it  to  become  a handy  and  indispens- 
ible  reference. 


277 


Forrer's  biographical  perspective  naturally  groups  medals  by  engraver 
rather  than  by  theme  or  substance,  and  this  arrangement  has  compli- 
cated the  task  of  the  researcher  or  collector  seeking  to  assemble 
medallic  data  on  a given  subject  or  event.  A 90-page  index  of  illus- 
trations at  the  end  of  the  Second  Supplement  is  decidely  helpful, 
but  only  so  far  as  the  relatively  small  minority  of  illustrated 
medals  is  concerned. 

Ms.  Martin's  310-page  index  with  - at  an  educated  guess  - some  24,000 
entries  goes  as  far  as  practically  possible  to  solve  the  problem. 

Her  principal  index  is  alphabetical  by  subject,  with  volume  and  page 
citations  and  a limited  number  of  cross-references.  In  addition, 
there  are  three  subsidiary  cross-indexes  covering  Society  medals, 
medals  relating  to  schools  & institutes,  and  exhibition  medals. 

The  book  compresses  a vast  body  of  material  in  a small,  cost-efficient 
format.  It  is  reasonably  user-friendly,  though  an  introductory  dis- 
cussion of  the  principles  guiding  its  organization  might  have  saved 
the  reader  a certain  amount  of  groping  until  he  becomes  acclimated. 

At  $65,  to  some  the  price  may  seem  steep.  Soaring  publishing  costs 
and  an  anemic  dollar  share  the  blame.  No  one  who  has  invested  sev- 
eral hundred  dollars  in  Forrer's  magnificent  eight  volumes  can  be- 
grudge the  extra  $65  which  will  more  than  double  the  utility  of  his 
initial  investment. 


Reviewed  by  Randolph  Zander 


The  Gold  Institute.  MODERN  GOLD  COINAGE  1986.  35pp,  8V  x 11". 

Available  from  The  Gold  Institute,  1026  Sixteenth  Street  N.W.,  Suite 
101,  Washington,  D.C.  20036,  USA.  $30.00. 

The  photocopy  booklet  MODERN  WORLD  COINAGE  1986  was  released  on  Sep- 
tember 9,  1987.  It  lists  by  country  all  gold  coins  produced  in  1986. 
The  following  data  is  presented  for  each  issue  of  gold  coins  for  each 
country:  a description  of  both  sides  of  the  coin,  the  denomination, 

name  of  the  mint,  diameter,  weight  in  grams,  percent  of  pure  gold 
contained  in  each  coin,  troy  ounces  of  gold  per  coin,  number  of  coins 
struck  and  the  total  troy  ounces  of  gold  used  for  the  issue. 

In  1986,  44  countries  used  11,586,886  troy  ounces  of  pure  gold  to 
make  a total  of  117  different  issues  of  legal  tender  gold  coins.  The 
amount  of  gold  used  in  coinage  has  been  steadily  climbing  over  the 
past  years.  In  1977,  only  6.1  million  troy  ounces  of  gold  was  used 
for  coinage. 

The  five  largest  users  of  gold  for  coinage  in  1986,  with  the  number 
of  troy  ounces  of  gold  used  in  brackets,  are  as  follows:  Japan 

(6,430,000),  United  States  (1,829,308),  Canada  (1,544,933),  Iran 
(699,138),  and  Mexico  (607,987). 

A listing  of  the  name  and  addresses  of  each  mint  producing  gold 
coins  in  1986  is  given  at  the  end  of  the  booklet  as  well  as  a listing 
of  official  agencies  that  sell  a few  of  the  issues. 
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In  the  introductory  section  a table  shows  the  top  ten  users  of  pure 
gold  in  coinage  issues  1986  with  the  amount  of  gold  each  country 
used.  Another  table  lists  the  top  ten  users  of  pure  gold  in  coinage 
issues  1977-1986  with  the  amount  each  country  used. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


The  Silver  Institute.  MODERN  SILVER  COINAGE  1986.  62pp,  8H"  x 11". 

Available  from  The  Silver  Institute,  1026  Sixteenth  Street  N.W.,  Suite 
101,  Washington,  D.C.  20036,  USA.  $30.00. 

This  booklet  produced  by  photocopy  was  released  at  the  end  of  1987. 

It  lists  by  country  all  silver  coins  produced  in  1986.  The  following 
data  is  presented  for  each  issue  of  silver  coins  for  each  country:  a 

description  of  both  sides  of  the  coin,  name  of  the  mint,  denomination, 
weight  in  grams,  percent  of  pure  silver  contained  in  each  coin,  troy 
ounces  of  silver  per  coins,  number  of  coins  struck  and  the  total  troy 
ounces  of  silver  used  for  the  issue. 

In  1986,  73  countries  used  26,835,887  troy  ounces  of  pure  silver  to 
make  a total  of  259  different  issues  of  legal  tender  silver  coins. 

The  amount  of  silver  used  in  coinage  has  been  stadily  climbing  over 
the  past  6 years.  In  1981,  only  5.9  million  troy  ounces  of  silver 
was  used  for  coinage.  In  1983,  this  figure  was  up  to  9.9  million 
ounces  and  in  1985  it  was  13.4  million  ounces. 

The  six  largest  producers  of  silver  coinage  in  1986  were:  United 

States  (10.3  million  troy  ounces),  Japan  (6.4  million),  France  (2.4 
million),  Mexico  (2.0  million),  Canada  (1.3  million)  and  Australia 
(1.2  million). 

The  United  States  owes  its  position  as  the  largest  consumer  of  silver 
for  coinage  in  1986  to  its  production  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty  dollar 
and  its  American  Eagle  $1.00  bullion  coin. 

Japan  produced  10  million  1986  10,000  yen  coins  to  mark  the  60th  anni- 
versay  of  Emperor  Hirohito's  accession  to  the  throne. 

Canada  in  1986  used  over  one  million  ounces  of  silver  to  mint  six  coins 
marking  the  1988  Calgary  Winter  Olympic  games  and  301,010  ounces  for 
the  minting  of  its  silver  dollar. 

A listing  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  mints  producing  silver 
coins  is  given  at  the  end  of  the  booklet  as  well  as  a listing  of  of- 
ficial agencies  that  sell  a few  of  the  issues. 

A new  table  in  this  edition  of  the  booklet  shows  the  top  ten  users  of 
pure  silver  coinage  issues  for  the  years  1977-1986. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 

**********  **********************  ******************  ***********  ********* 


In  1816  the  English  Mint  was  moved  from  its  quarters  in  the  Tower  of 
London  to  a site  on  Tower  Hill. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

W.  W.  Neal,  7942  Anchor  Bay  Dr.,  Fair  Haven,  MI  48023:  Retirement 

necessitates  my  parting  with  older  issues  of  the  NI  BULLETIN.  Write 
if  interested  for  further  information. 

B.  F.  Brekke,  Box  304,  Chapala,  Jal.  MEXICO:  Specialised  collector 

of  Russian  copper  coins  1700-1917  is  interested  in  receiving  list  or 
auction  catalogues  containing  larger  groups  or  especially  rare  speci- 
mens. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXIMUM. 
The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including  sufficient 
for  insurance  or  regi strati  on , if  desired.  Send  to  NI  Attribution  Com- 
mittee, P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn.  06880,  USA. 

*********************************************************************** 


THE  MINTS  OF  SILESIA  DURING  THE  1 6th- 1 7th  CENTURIES 


Zdenek  Knapek , Prerov,  Czechoslovakia , NI  # 2155 

While  Silesia  was  under  the  Habsburg  Royal  Dynasty  in  the  16th  and  17th 
centuries,  numerous  mints  struck  coinage.  Today  about  10%  of  Silesia 
is  in  Czechoslovakia  and  90%  is  in  Poland.  Listed  below  are  the 
mints  which  today  would  be  located  in  Czechoslovakia  and  Poland. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Hradec  U Opavy  (1626-1627) 

Krnov  (1561-1564) 

Opava  (1617-1621) 

TSSin  (1642-1655)  (Half  of  town 
in  Czechoslovakia  and  half  in 
Poland  as  Cieszin.) 


POLAND 

Wroclav  (1532-1740)  (Wratislav  in 
Latin  on  coins) 

Glogov  (1621  - ?) 

Olawa  (1621) 

Legnica  (1621-1622) 

Nysa  (1622-1625) 

Raciborz  (1624-1625) 

Opole  (1623-1704) 

Zagan  (1625) 

Brzeg  (1676-1714) 

Klodzko  (1627-1665) 

Olesnica  (1619-1622) 


********************************************************************** 


I ill  CO  IN  AGE  OF  A G R I GENT  U M 

Agrigentum,  a sea-port  of  Sicily  between  the  Agraga  and  the  Camieus 
rivers,  was  made  a Roman  colony  by  Augustus.  The  coins  struck  there 
as  a colony  have  as  their  obverse  the  triquetra  (three  human  legs  con- 
joined by  their  tops)  and  three  corn  ears.  The  reverse  has  the  Latin 
inscription  "AGRIGENTVM"  on  two  lines  with  a crown  of  laurel. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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